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IRAKLI GELASHVILI
Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National Center of Manuscripts

AN UNKNOWN INSCRIPTION OF GIORGI, ,,THE OVERSEER OF MASONS*,
FROM THE CHURCHOF THE MOTHER OF GOD IN RUISI

The Ruisi Church of the Mother of God lies in historical Shida Kartli (now the Kareli region), in the center
of the village of Ruisi. The church is of interest from the viewpoint of epigraphy: there is a big number of both
lapidary inscriptions and graffiti on its walls. These inscriptions deserve special study. Exactly the inscriptions of
the Ruisi Church fall within the scope of my interest.

In June 2014 1 visited the church for the first time. Several unknown graffiti were revealed. | made paleo-
graphic copies of both known and unknown inscriptions, some 30 outlines, and started to work on them. In near
future these inscriptions will be published in a series of articles, thus introducing them into scientific circulation.

The present article concerns three construction inscriptions from the Ruisi Church, including an unknown
inscription of Giorgi, “the overseer of masons”, which is first time introduced into the scientific circulation. | date
this inscription to the 17th century. Giorgi mentioned in the inscription managed restoration work on the Ruisi
Church complex carried out in 1660s-1670s on the commitment of Queen Mariam Dadiani. The paleographic copy
of the inscription is first time published. The text is equipped with exhaustive apparatus criticus - archaeographic
and paleographic descriptions.

Apart from that, | introduce paleographic copies of two more construction inscriptions into scientific
circulation for the first time. These are King Aleksandre’s construction inscription and an inscription of Shalva,
“the overseer of masons”. Texts of these inscriptions were published several times with minor inaccuracies. In the
proposed article | suggest more precise readings of the above inscriptions.
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