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AN UNKNOWN CONSTRUCTION INSCRIPTION (XV-XVI CC.) ON THE WALL
OF ST. GEORGE CHURCH IN SURAMI FORTRESS WITH MENTIONING OF GIORGI
GAGANIDZE, MECHURCHLETUKHUTSESI AND PIRIS MTSDE, AND HIS SPOUSE TAMAR
KUABULISDZE (THE HISTORY OF REVEALING THE INSCRIPTION
AND ITS STUDYING, AND PUBLICATION OF THE TEXT)

On March 10, 2015, during an epigraphical expedition to Surami, the authors of the paper found an unknown
lapidary inscription executed in Georgian asomtavruli script on the north wall of the significantly damaged church
of St. George in Surami Fortress. Currently, the stone slab with inscription is stored at the Surami high school Ne 2.
In future, the slab will be transported to Khashuri Museum of Local History.

The newly found inscription narrates that one of the wazirs of the Georgian state and mechurchletukhutsesi
and piris mtsde Giorgi Gaganidze, together with his spouse Tamar Kvabulisdze (//Kuabulisdze), has built or reno-
vated church of St. George of Dzleva, i.e. St. George church of Surami Fortress. According to the inscription, the
church was built for the salvation of the souls of Giorgi Gaganidze, Tamar Kvabulisdze, their parents and descen-
dents. Text of the inscription, supplied with apparatus criticus, is published in the proposed article.

Based on palaeographic peculiarities, inscription from St. George Church of Surami Fortress can be
preliminary dated to the XV-XVI centuries. The inscription provides interesting accounts for studying political and
administrative powers of the unit over the region, genesis of the positions of mechurchletukhutsesi and piris mtsde,
genealogy of the feudal families of the Gaganidzes and Kvabulisdzes, and other significant issues of history.

The above-mentioned issues and associated problems will be discussed in detail in an article that will be
published in near future.
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